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Tothe Houſcof Commons the — 


23. of Deccmber, 15 46. and z# the 
38, yearesf bs Raient. 


F=1Lthough my Chauncelſar for the time being, 
hath beforcthis time uſcd very eloquently, 
and ſubliantrally co make anſwer to fuch O- 
rations, as hath becne ſetforth in this high 
Court of Parliament, yctis he nat foablc to 


and the ſecrets of my heart i fo plain& am= 


' ple a manner, as I myſclfeam, and can doc : wherefo5rcl ta- 


ing upon me to anſwer. your doquent Oration Mr. Speaker, 
fay that where you,in the nameot our bdoved Commons have: 


open and fet forth my mind and cwcaning, 


NN 


both prayfed and extolled me, for the notable quality that you ' 


have conceived to be in mee, I molt heartily thanke youll, 
thae you hayc put ke a 4-048 of my duty , which ts 
& you aye Pur AK Bret : oh of 
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(3) 

to endeavour my ſclfe to obtaine, and get ſuch excellent qua- 
liciesand neceſlary vertacs, asa Prince or Governor ſhould,and 

oughtto have, of which gifts I recogniſe my- ſelfe both barc 
and barren, but of ſuck (mall qualities as God hath indewed-me 
withall ; I renderto his goodaeſſe my moſt humble thankes, 
utending withall my wit and diligence, to get and acquire to 
me {uch notable vertues, and princely qualitics, as you have al- 
ledged ta bc inggrporated inmy perſon : theſc thanks for your 
loying afmonition ad good counſcll firſt remembered, I ctt- 
{ognes thanke you pins beeauſe that you conſidering our 
rear chardge, not for our pteafure, but for our defence , nor 
for our gaine, but to our great calt , which wee have lately ſuſ- 
rained, as well in defence of your and our cacmics, as for the 
Conquelſt of that Fortreſſe, which was to this Realme moſt 
diſpleafant and noyſome , and ſhall-be by Gods gracc hercaftcr 
to our-nation maſt profitable and p'caſant , have freely of your 
owne minds granted to us a certaine ſublidic here in ana&t 
ſpecified, which-verely wee take in good part, regarding more 
your kindn (lc, then the protit thereof ; as he= that ſetteth mare 
by your loving hearts then by your ſubſtance : Belides , this 
hearty kindneſſe I cannot a little rejoyce , when I conſider the 
perfc& truſt, and confidence , which you haye put in mce , as 
men having undouted hope, andunfained belcefe in my good 
doings, and jult proceedings for you, without my defire or re- 
quelt; have coriunirtcd to mine order and di(poſitioris, all Chan- 
tries, Colledges, Hoſpitals, and other places ſpecified, ina cer- | 
taine aQt,firmely truſting that I wlll order them to the glory of 
God, and the profit of the Common-wealth : Surely if I 
contrary to your expeRation ſhould ſuffer the Minilters of the 
Church to decay , or Learning, 'which is ſogreat a Tucllto bee 
miniſhed, or poore and miſcrableto be unreleeved, you tight 
ſay, that I being putin fo ſpeciall atruſt, as Iam in this cale, 
werenotruſty friend to you, nor charitable to nunegeven Chri- 
ſhian, neither a Lover of the publicke wealth , nor yet one that 
feared God, to whomaccount mult be rendred of all our do- 
iags; doubcnot I pray you , bur your cxpettation (hall be =_ 
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(3) | 
ved more godly and goodly, then you will wiſh or deſire, as 
hereafter you ſhall plainely perceive;now , ſithence I find ſuch 
Lindnefſe on your part towards mce ; Icannotechuſc, but love 
and favour you; affirming, that no Prince in the world more 
favoureth hisſubject; then I doc you, nor na ſabjeas,or Com- 
mons more loved and obeyed their Soveraigne Lord, then I 
perceiveyou doe me z for whoſe d:fence my treaſure ſhall not 
be hidden, nor if neccffity require my per(on ſhall not be unad- 
ventured; yet although 1 with you, and you with metobein 
this perteRt love and concord : This friendly amity cannot 
continue,except both you my Lords Temporall, and my Lords 
Spicituall z and you my loving ſubjeRs ſtudic and take pains 
| toamend one thing, which ſurcly is amiſle, and farre out of 

order (to which I mult hear ily require you, which is that Cha- 
rity and Concord is not among you,but diſorder and difſention 
bearcth rule in every place. Salat Pas! faith to the Corinthians, 
inthe 1 3 ch, Chari: 6 gentle, Charity 15 not envious, Chariy is 
»or proud, and fo forth, in the (aid Chapter. Bchold then, 
what Loveand Charity is among you , when the one calleth a» 
nother Herctick , and Anabapriſt, and hee callcth him againe 
Papi!t, Hypocrit, and Phariſee; be theſe rokens of Charity a« 
mong't you, arc theſe lignes of fraternate love between you, - 
no,no, I aſſure you that this lacke of Charity amongſt your 
ſelves, will be the hinderance, and aſlwaging of the fervent 
love betweene us, as I ſaid before ; Except this wound be ſal- 
ved, and clearcely inade whole. -I muſt necds Iudge the faule, 
and occaſion of this diſcord, to be partly by negligence of you, 
the Fathers and Preachers of the ſpirituality z for if I know a - 
man which liveth in Adultery, I muſt fudge him a lecherous, 
and a carnall perſon, 1t I fce a man boaſt and brag himſelfe, 
I cannot but deeme him a proud man : I ſec here daily that you 
vf the Clergy preach one againſt another, teach one contrary 
oanother, envy one againſt another without Charity or diſcre« 
ion ; ſome betoo ſtiffe In their old Aſamp/imus , other betoo— _. 
tie and curious in their new pos ang ; Thos all menals,” © -- 
alt bee in varicty and diſcord , - few orno Pre gnny 4 
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 drenand family,and notto diſpute and imake Scripturea rayling 


(4) 
and fincerelythe word of God, according as they ought to does 
ſhall judge you charitable perſons doing thisz no, no, I cannot 
ſo doc * alas, how can the poore foulcs live in concords, 
when you Preachers ſow amonglt them in your Serinons de- 
batc and difc td: of youthey looke for light, and youbring 
chemea darkeneſſe. Amend theſe crimes I exhort you, and 
{et out Gods word, both by true preaching, and good cxample- 
giving, or cl{c I whom God hathappointcd his Vicar, and lugh, 
Minilter bere, will ſcetheſc diviſions extinct, and theſe cnormi- 
tics correQed, according to my very duty , or clſc Iam anun- 
profitable ſervant, and an untrue Othcer : although I ſay the 
ſpirituall men be in ſome fault, that Charity is not kept amongſt 
you, yet you cf the temporalty be not clear & unſpotted of mae 
lice and Envy, for you rayle on Biſhops, ſpeake ſcandaloully of 
Pricits,and rebuke and rauntPreachers, both comrary to good 
order, and Chriſtian fraternity , if you know turcly that a Bi- 
(hop or Preacher crreth or teachcth perverſe doctrine , come 
and declare itto ſome of our Councell, or tous, to whom is 
committed by God the high authorityto reforme and order 
fuchcauſcs and behavigurs , and be nor Iudges your ſclves of 
your fantaſtick opinions, and vaine cxpoſitions: for in ſuch 
bigh cauſes you may lightly crre;aud although you be permitted 
to reade Holy Scripturc, and to have th: word of God in your 
mother tongue, yon mult underſtand itis licenſed you ſo to doe, 
only to informe your owne conſciences, and in{tru&t your chile 


and taunting (tock againſt Priclt and Preachers , as many light 
perſons doc, I am very forry to know and hceare, how urreve 
rently that molt precious Tuell, the word of God is diſputed 
rymed,ſung and jangled in every Alc-houſe and Tavernc,con 
rary tothe true mcaning and dodrine of the ſame, and yet 
ameven as wuch ſorry , that the Readcrs of the ſame follo\ 
itindving ic ſo faintly , and coldly.; for of this I am (ne th: 
Charity was never {0 th amonglityou, and vertucus and pod! 


living was nevcr leſle uſed, nor God him(ſclfe amongſt Ckrilt 
ans WaSnevcr lelſe rcyerenced, honoured of lcrved, therefor 
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F30 : 
as I aid beforegbe in Charity one with another, like brother and 
brother, love,dread,andfcar God,tothe which Ias your ſuprem 
Head, and Soveraigne Lord cxhort andrequire you , and then I 
doubtnot butthat love and league that I (pcake of inthe begin 
ning ſhall never be diſcouraged, ot broken betweene us, ne to 
the making of Lawes which wee have now made and conclu- 
ded : I exhort youthe Makers to be as diligent in putting them 
incxccution, aS you were in making, and furthering of the 
ſame : or ci{e your labour ſhall be in vaine, and your Com» 

mon-welth nothing relceved: now toyour Petition = 
concerning our Royallaſlent to be given to 
(uch As as hath paſſed both the Houſes; 
they thall bee read openly, that yec 
may hcarc them, 


